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During the 18th and 19th century, European architects, writers and painters, during the Grand Tour, 

a practice aimed at making the direct acquaintance of other cultures, which represented the 

foundation of classical education and the formation of artistic stances and expressions, left verbal 

and pictorial records of their visits to Diocletian’s Palace in Split. Diocletian’s Palace was a must-see 

of the Grand Tour on the eastern shores of the Adriatic.  

Through an analysis of the drawings and texts, the key points that the travel writers of the time 

selected to define Diocletian’s Palace and of which they left a lasting record in their art works have 

been defined. They did not record just the physical condition of the monuments, but also the life 

within the palace, and rendered their personal impressions and feelings during their sojourns in this 

very specific space. 

Does everything that represented, over a period of 200 years, the key places for a qualitative 

mapping of Diocletian’s Palace, still have such a powerful meaning? To what extent does the medium 



in which a space is registered have an effect on our perception of place? Have some of these defining 

points in the meantime become worthwhile un-mapping as formative elements of the current image 

of the place. Have they been in the meantime replaced by some other points, or is it necessary or 

possible to ratchet up their importance once again? 

The workshop should primarily be useful for students as spur to the development of research 

methodology, of  a format for the qualitative presentation of space via different media. Accordingly, 

to quantitative research methods, new methods of researching and mapping would be added, their 

goal being to evaluate the space and to contribute to the detection of problems in the space.  

The results of this workshop would serve to define the tasks of an international workshop to be held 

in 2017. 

 

Methodology and objectives 

The workshop should primarily be useful for students as an incentive for the development of 

research methodology, as a format for the qualitative presentation of space via different media. 

Accordingly, to quantitative research methods of mapping (urban morphology; communications 

network; purpose of spaces; greenery; historical differentiation of spaces; suitability of urban 

equipment and so on), certain new models of research and mapping would be added, their aim being 

to evaluate the space and to contribute to the detection of problems in the space.  

 

Assignment 1 – Mental maps of Diocletian’s Palace 

(referring to the approaches of Kevin Lynch and Robert Trancik) 

 

After the joint definition of the key elements of the physical environment that constitute the space of 

Diocletian’s Palace, the students will poll their fellow citizens, and make up their own mental maps of 

Diocletian’s Palace, and fill out a textual questionnaire drawn up in collaboration with a psychologist. 

 

Expected result: indication of the degree of spatial legibility of the palace 

 

Assignment 2 – Perception of Diocletian’s Palace at the time of the Grand Tour and today 

 

The students examine the labelled key places in Diocletian’s Palace that the travel writers regularly 

recorded and highlighted in their pictorial and textual records in the 18th century, making a 

comparison with the situation as it is today. Each location is noted with the use of contemporary 

media. The reasons for and the manner of recording the same space today and once upon a time are 

compared and contrasted. 



 

Expected result: indication of the concrete parts of the palace the former identity of which has been 

changed or lost. Highlighting the role of the medium in which space is recorded in the perception of 

place. 

 

Assignment 3 – mapping organised events and spontaneous rituals and events 

 

On a map marked with the locations of registered annual events in terms of seasons, inside the 

palace, students will note down the locations of spontaneous rituals and events in the palace, which 

will be collected on a single jointly produced map. 

 

Expected result: indication of the intensity of and lack of events in different parts of Diocletian’s 

Palace and the possibility of use. Foregrounding events as the key element of the life of public space. 

 

Final expected result: with a synthesis of results of all the assignments, input data will be created for 

the following workshop, in which there will be an endeavour to provide solutions on the basis of the 

problems detected here.  

 

The workshop stem from the research project Dalmatia – a destination of the European Grand Tour 

in the 18th and the 19th century (2014-2017) of the Institute of Art History, under the aegis of the 

Croatian Science Foundation together with Faculty of Civil Engineering, Architecture and Geodesy in 

Split. 

 

 

 

 


